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Morocco Moving Ahead with Democratic Reforms Says President of 
Moroccan Human Rights Council on US Visit 

Amnesty International, Freedom House, World Justice Project, ABA call reforms "important .step "; 
E 2ns reportedly set for October to elect strengthened Parliament under new Const.tut.on 

washinaton DC (July 15)-Morocco is moving forward to implement the new Constitution adopted in its MY-i 
which is "a real charter of fundamental rights and freedoms and participatory democracy saj£ 
nr ss E Yaza mi President of Morocco's recently established independent National Human Rights Council 
?r : in n B^ mi vfsEv^^L DC this week to discuss the Constitutional changes w.th US officials, 
numanri mS^P^*^ ^ He ^ ^ locates to support Mono's efforts to strengthen 
democratic rights and the rule of law, which may offer a positive example for the region. 
"The Moroccan people and King Mohammed VI have shown they have the will to change and our new Constitution 
ales us th froadmap "said El Yazami, who spoke at forums at the German Marshal Fund and American Bar 
gives us the roaarnap, sa a , planning workshops to educate law enforcement personnel and 

cS?Sc ( em A p oy H eef adop?ed in the'new Constitution. He also cited progress in 

estlblishini an Tindepehdent judiciary. El Yazami emphasized, in a Washington Post interview that the rule 
T S'^^SSpfi their'rights and applying the .aw." He urged cit jzensand pjtto. * tadnto 
exercise the new power afforded them. In October, Moroccans reportedly will go to the polls to elect 
members to a newly strengthened Parliament. 

Praise and support for Morocco's reforms continues from world leaders-including the UniteiLSatea, 
Union France EnoSnd and Soain-as well as international human rights groups and other NGOs. In a 
^^ul^'^^mimM said the reforms are an "important step in the nght direction. 
David Kramer President of Freedom House, said King Mohammed VI "deserves great credit" for answering calls 
for change ^r^forSfe are "a positive step forward" and "received a resounding vote of approval^ He said 
^^jSSZSSX has taken'such serious steps," which is "why Morocco's example ,s so important. 
Claude Zullo Senior Advisor of the ABA's Rule of Law Initiative, said Morocco's Constitutional changes "represent 
a ^^'wo^X to advance the reform agenda" and have "broader implications across the region. 
Leila Hanafi Attorney and Programs Manager with The World Justice Project, praised Morocco for the "major 
^orovlmente in its legislative framework and judicial reforms." She said the country's "biggest challenge 
Sfte regulator? enfoSment and implementation," and "engaging young people in the law-mak.ng process. 
Fl Yazami said he is encouraged by a new "social dynamism" reshaping Morocco, notably among women and 
vouth asseSng their rights. He agreed that "significant challenges" lay ahead, including enachnftww legislation 
wit broafpubl k K and creating job opportunities and training for the large number of youth. He credited 
Sa^eSo W nffi this spring °vAh helping to expedite ^^^^SSSP - 
said "but we also need support and encouragement from reformers in the US and elsewhere. 
Professor I William Zartman, Prof. Emeritus at Johns Hopkins University, underlined that "reform in Morocco 
w? Smay wS before the Arab Spring," and in fact began more than a decade ago inclucgg Morocco s 
2004 FamTy Law revision to strengthen women's rights, and its 2006 Truth and Reconal.at.on ©3mm.ss.on. 
"The Moroccan people and their King have made a courageous statement," said Edward Gabriel, former US 
Ambassador to Morocco "Against a backdrop of continuing regional turmoil, Moroccans cast a decisive vote to 
mov forward-PeS y. The US has long held Morocco to a higher standard, as a close partner for more than 
^^^toSffi™ for those who advocate reform to step up and offer ^^^ rt n ^ n a n *° n n ^ S e ^ e , 11 aS 
words Helping Morocco set a positive example in the region is very much m America s national interest. 
For FAQs on Morocco's Vote for a New Constitution and a Map of Voter Turnout by Region, go to: 

F ° r F Q H" r ^Wwmornrcan amP rir,nnnlirv.ora/,. pi^d/mPdi,/F S E | e rtinn%7nR P s 11 lts%208 1t ilyllwMap.pdf 
more pipagp visit www.moroccanamericanpo licv.org. 

This materia! is distributed » the Moroccan American Center for Policy on behalf of the Government of Morocco. Additional information 
This material aisir uui ^ ava n 3 ble at the Department of Justice in Washington, DC. 
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Morocco Moving Ahead with Democratic Reforms Says President of 
Moroccan Human Rights Council on US Visit 

Amnesty International, Freedom House, World Justice Project, ABA call reforms "^P^nt step"; 

Etections reportedly set for October to elect strengthened Parliament under new Constitution 
washinaton DC (July 15)-Morocco is moving forward to implement the new Constitution adopted in its MU 
national vote' which is "a real charter of fundamental rights and freedoms and participatory democracy ^ 
nr ss El Yaza mi President of Morocco's recently established independent National Human Rights Council 
?.TJ\ S 3 Washington. DC this week to discuss the Constitutional changes with US officials, 

exercise the new power afforded them. In October, Moroccans reportedly will go to the polls to elect 
members to a newly strengthened Parliament. 

Praise and support for Morocco's reforms continues from world leaders-including the IM^-EM 
union Franca England and Spam-as well as international human rights groups and other NGOs. In a 
^^^fp^ AmnP^nramational said the reforms are an "important step in the right direct.on. 
David Kra mer. President nf FrPPdnm House , said King Mohammed VI "deserves great credit" for answering calls 
MarS'Si^rnTO are "a positive step forward" and "received a resounding vote of approval/ ^He sa.d 
"no other Arab monarchy has taken such serious steps," which is "why Morocco's example is so important. 
Claude Zullo Senior Advisor of the ABA's Rule of Law Initiative, said Morocco's Constitutional changes "represent 
^^oS^SSSL to advance the reform agenda" and have "broader impl.cat.ons across the reg.on. 
Leila Hanafi Attorney and Programs Manager with The World Justice Project, praised Morocco for the "major 
'mprovemen^ framework and judicial reforms." She said the country's "biggest challenge 

SuST reguTatoly enforcement and implementation," and "engaging young people in the law-making process. 
El Yazami said he is encouraged by a new "social dynamism" reshaping Morocco, notably among women and 
youtti aSeSng their rights He agreed that "significant challenges" lay ahead, including enactmg new legislation 
S broad public : fnput, and creating job opportunities and training for the large number of youth. He credited 
^SS^SS^P this spring with helping to expedite ' S 'T ' 

said "but we also need support and encouragement from reformers in the US and elsewhere. 
Professor I William Zartman, Prof. Emeritus at Johns Hopkins University, underlined that "reform if "Morocco 
wa Underway well before the Arab Spring," and in fact began more than a decade ago, mcludtng Morocco s 
2004 £ m7y a^rivETto strengthen women's rights, and its 2006 Truth and Reconciliation Comm.ss.on. 
"The Moroccan people and their King have made a courageous statement," said Edward Gabriel former US 
Ambassador to Morocco. "Against a backdrop of continuing regional turmoil, Moroccans cast a decisive vote to 
mov ^ forward-peacefully. The US has long held Morocco to a higher standard, as a close partner for more than 
200 vearT Now te tt3 fame for those who advocate reform to step up and offer constructs actions as well as 
words Heiping Morocco set a positive example in the region is very much in America's nat.onal f&erest 

For FAQs on Morocco's Vote for a New Constitution and a Map of Voter Turnout by Region, go to: 
F ° r FAQS °" p Trr°o^ E lertion%7nR P sults%20RlnlyUwMap.pdf 
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